
AP US History Summer Assignment 2018 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Aseltyne via email. (paula.aseltyne@fayette.kyschools.us) 
 
Directions: Your summer assignment will be to do research on the Age of Exploration.  Your research is due the first day 
your class meets at the beginning of that block.  (NOT later that same day).  Your research needs to be ready to hand in 
that block.  (This means a hard copy- not on a flash drive or email.)  Please print out the following pages and handwrite 
(do not type) your information in the space provided.  Make sure to answer each question as thoroughly as possible. Feel 
free to expand the boxes if you need more room or write on the back (make sure you label it).  Some answers could be a 
short fragment/word or two or it might need to be longer to be thorough.  If it says a specific length, make sure you follow 
the directions.    

Period Review Packet: PERIOD 1: 1491–1607 

On a North American continent controlled by American Indians, contact among the peoples of Europe, the 
Americas, and West Africa created a new world. 

Key Concept 1.1 As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over time, they 
developed distinct and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse environments. 
  
I. Different native societies adapted to and transformed their environments through innovations in agriculture, resource 
use, and social structure. 
 

A. The spread of maize 
cultivation from present-
day American Southwest 
and beyond supported 
economic development, 
settlement, advanced 
irrigation, and social 
diversification among 
societies. 
 

1. Where did maize spread from approximately 1000 years ago? 
 

2. How did maize impact hunter gathering societies?  
 
 

3. What is Three Sisters farming? 
 

 

B. Societies responded to 
the aridity of the Great 
Basin and the grasslands of 
the western Great Plains by 
developing largely mobile 
lifestyles. 
 

Lack of cultivation of crops due to arid land led to no dense population in a settled area and 
less tribes.   

4. What impact did the horse have on Plains Indians?  
 
 
 

C. In the Northeast, the 
Mississippi River Valley, 
and along the Atlantic 
seaboard some societies 
developed mixed 
agricultural and hunter-
gatherer economies that 
favored the development of 
permanent villages.  
  

5. Stable food supplies lead to large permanent settlements.   
a. Describe the mound-builders at Cahokia (near present-day St. Louis). 

 
 

b. In the northeastern woodlands, describe what Hiawatha organized? 
 
  
 

D. Societies in the 
Northwest and present-day 
California supported 
themselves by hunting and 
gathering, and in some 
areas developed settled 
communities supported by 
the vast resources of the 
ocean. 
 

California had little surplus, so tribes remained small, hunter-gatherer groups. 
6. Why was large-scale cultivation not necessary in the Pacific Northwest?  

 
 

7. Describe the Chinook tribe’s social structure.   
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Key Concept 1.2: Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian Exchange and significant 
social, cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
I. European expansion into the Western Hemisphere generated intense social, religious, political, and economic competition and changes 
within European Societies. 
 

A. European 
nations’ efforts to 
explore and 
conquer the New 
World stemmed 
from a search for 
new sources of 
wealth, economic 
and military 
competition, and a 
desire to spread 
Christianity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Support this with 2 specific examples of the types of motivations and what the European 
country could gain.  
 
 
 
 
 

9. Write 2-3 sentences each of the following explorers from Spain and what they discovered/did in 
the New World: 

a. Christopher Columbus 
 
 
 
 

b. Hernan Cortes  
 
 
 
 
 

c. Juan de Onate 
 
 
 
 
 

B. The Columbian 
Exchange brought 
new crops to 
Europe from the 
Americas, 
simulating 
European 
population growth, 
and new sources of 
mineral wealth, 
which facilitated 
the European shift 
from feudalism to 
capitalism.   
 

10. Define the Columbian Exchange: 
 
 
 

11. List 2 items that went in each direction.   
 
 
 

12. What impacts did the new crops from the Americas, like corn and potatoes, have on Europe? 
(1-2 sentences) 
 
 
 
 

13. What impacts did the new wealth from the Americas, of sugar and silver, have on Europe? (1-2 
sentences) 
 
 
 
 



C. Improvements 
in maritime 
technology and 
more organized 
methods for 
conducting 
international trade, 
helped drive 
changes to 
economies in 
Europe and the 
Americas.  

14.  Support this by explaining how new technology affected exploration. 
 

 
 
 

15. Write 1-2 sentences of description for each of the following technologies: 
a. Sextant 

 
 
 

b. Caravel  
 
 
 

c. Astrolabe 
 

 

II. The Columbian Exchange and development of the Spanish Empire in the Western Hemisphere resulted in extensive demographic, 
economic, and social changes. 

A. Spanish exploration and 
conquest of the Americas 
were accompanied and 
furthered by widespread (1) 
deadly epidemics that 
devastated native populations 
and by the introduction of (2) 
crops and (3) animals not 
found in the Americas.  

16. Give one specific for each of the 3 items mentioned and its impact. 
a. Deadly epidemics 

 
b. Introduction of crops: 

 
c. Introduction of animals:  

B. In the encomienda system, 
Spanish colonial economies 
marshaled Native American 
labor to support plantation-
based agriculture and extract 
precious metals and other 
resources.  

17. Define the encomienda system.  
 
 
 

a. Purpose:  
 

b. Impact: 
 

c. Give an example of where in the new world was the encomienda system used. 
 

18. Define Conquistador. 
 
 
 

C. European traders 
partnered with some West 
African groups who practiced 
slavery to forcibly extract 
slave labor for the Americas. 
The Spanish imported 
enslaved Africans to labor in 
plantation agriculture and 
mining.  

19. Give an example of each: 
a. Type of agriculture: 

i. Location: 
 

b. Type of mining:  
i. Location: 
 



D. The Spanish developed a 
caste system that 
incorporated, and carefully 
defined the status of the 
diverse population of 
Europeans, Africans and 
Native Americans in their 
empire.  

20. Describe the caste system. 

 
III. In their interactions, Europeans and Native Americans asserted divergent worldviews regarding issues such as religion, gender 
roles, family, land use, and power. 
 

A. Mutual 
misunderstandings 
between Europeans and 
Native Americans often 
defined the early years 
of interaction and trade 
as each group sought to 
make sense of the other. 
Over time, Europeans 
and Native Americans 
adopted some useful 
aspects of each other’s 
culture. 

21. What was a misconception by Columbus? 
 
 

22. What was a misconception by Cortes? 
  
 
Over time…  

• Native Americans didn’t understand the concept of owning the land; when they “sold” 
the land, they didn’t think it was permanent (Manhattan sold to the Dutch); Europeans 
insisted the sales were permanent 

• Native American men hunted, while women often did the farming; Europeans appalled 
by this division of labor 

• Europeans adopted the Three Sisters, particularly in New England and the Chesapeake, 
which allowed them to stay alive 

• Native Americans adopted European technology, including knives, pots, and weapons 
• Native Americans often learned European languages and converted to Christianity, 

particularly in the Spanish empire 

B. As European 
encroachments on 
Native Americans’ lands 
and demands on their 
labor increased, native 
peoples sought to defend 
and maintain their 
political sovereignty, 
economic prosperity, 
religious beliefs, and 
concepts of gender 
relations through 
diplomatic negotiations 
and military resistance. 

23. (2-3 sentences each) Describe the interactions between the following native groups and 
Europeans: 

a. Aztecs  
 
 
 
 
 

b. Incas  
 

 
 
 
 

C. Extended contact with 
Native Americans and 
Africans fostered a 
debate among European 
religious and political 
leaders about how non-
Europeans should be 
treated, as well as 
evolving religious, 
cultural, and racial 
justifications for the 
subjugation of Africans 
and Native Americans. 

24. Who was Juan Gines de Sepulveda and what were his views on the natives? 
 
 
 
 
 

25. Who was Bartolome de Las Casas and what were his views on the natives? 
 

 


